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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sharma et al. (66561 18). Sharma et al. disclose an imaging scanner communication 
system or system or scanners 5 comprising a means for generating a patient 
information such as transducer array 20 and which is positioned in a vicinity of the 
scanner 5. The system includes a means for facilitating data transfer (transmit/receive 
switching circuitry 30 between an imaging scanner personnel located at the scanner 
vicinity and one or more hospital radiologists located at one or more remote locations. 
The system further includes a first means or transmitter 40 for transmitting first data 
including patient information from the scanner vicinity to the remote locations and a 
receiver 50 for receiving remote data sent from the remote locations. The system also 
includes a remote means or remote connectivity module 150 positioned at the 
associated remote locations and coupled to the facilitating means, for receiving data at 
the associated remote locations and transmitting remote data from the remote locations 
to the scanner vicinity (col. 4 lines 15-27). The system data is formatted and displayed 
to an operator and/or provided to a customer for each scanner (col. 3 lines 33-37). The 
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imaging communication system includes network 250 which provides the 
communication link between the web server 120 within the scanner 5 and the remote 
computer 200 (col. 7 lines 25-29). The system includes a video processing means or 
display processing module 130 connected with each remote receiving means, 
converting an electronic image portion of the received wireless transmission into an 
appropriate format for human-readable display and the display processing module is 
connected to the monitor 140 for generating the display (col. 4 lines 50-56). The system 
includes address reading means for examining each received wireless transmission for 
a corresponding preselected address where the address corresponds to the address of 
the user or medical professional and formatting the user address and the electronic 
image representation into a wireless transmission format or TCP packets (col. 8 lines 
24-32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sharma et al. in view of Chiang et al. (5839442). Sharma et al. disclose a diagnostic 
scanner 5 disposed in the scan room to scan a patient with the transmitted beam of 
ultrasound energy formed in a subject within a scan plane along a scan line when the 
transducer array is acoustically coupled to the subject (col. 5 lines 8-12) and therefore it 
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would be obvious that the scanner would include a patient support supporting a patient 
in the diagnostic scanner. 

5. Sharma et al. disclose a monitor means but do not explicitly teach of a portable 
monitor unit. In the same field of endeavor, Chiang et al. disclose a portable ultrasound 
scanning system 10 with a portable display system 14 on a computer system such as a 
PDA, notebook computer or tablet personal computer (col. 8 lines 66-col. 9 line 1 1 ). 
The ultrasound system by Chiang comprises data compression circuitry that 
compresses image data such that the image data can be transferred to a remote 
location (claim 10) and the data transfer is through a transmission channel which can be 
a modem or wireless cellular communication channel to a hospital for evaluation (col. 10 
lines 32-37). 

6. Sharma et al .teach that the system includes an electronic camera to view the 
patient and connected to the formatting means or imaging mode processing module 100 
to format the electronic pictures from the camera to the monitor unit (col. 4 lines 57-col. 
5 lines 12). Sharma et al. teach said system to include a remote input means or remote 
computer 200 through which medical professional inputs information for communication 
to the workstation, an address memory, from which an address of the workstation and 
another portable unit is selectable. The system by Sharma includes means for 
formatting the address, input information into a wireless transmission format, and a 
transmitting means for wirelessly transmitting the formatted address and information 
(col. 8 lines 25-32). The system by Sharma further includes an address reading means 
for reading an address portion of the received wireless communication and determining 
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whether the received address portions match a preselected workstation address (col. 8 
lines 33-40). The system by Sharma includes means for converting input information 
portion of the wireless communication whose corresponding address portion matches 
the preselected workstation address into a human-readable format (col. 10 lines 1-10). 
Since the system by Sharma uses a computer or processor or PC, it would obviously 
have an input means such as a keypad and even a microphone where the formatting 
means formats audio information from the microphone into an appropriate formal for 
wireless transmission such as audio, video, text, images, or graphics (col. 2 lines 37- 
41 ). Sharma also teach the use of control means or control processing module 80 for 
adjusting focusing and scan angle to create the received beam signals (col. 5 lines 33- 
47). 

7. It would have therefore been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
teaching by Chiang et al. to modify the teaching by Sharma et al. such that the display 
is more efficiently made available on portable display units for easier access to medical 
professionals and patients for faster diagnosis. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BAISAKHI ROY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7139. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 a.m. - 4p.m.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on 571-272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRIAN CASLER/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3737 

BR 

IB. R.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 3737 



